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Abstract
This research studies the memory strategies used by the second semester 
STAI Ma’arif Magetan students to improve their speaking skills through 
involvement in English vocabulary. The purpose of this research is to find 
out the types of memory strategy and students’ preferences in using memory 
strategies to improve their speaking skills. The data consists of memory strat-
egies used by STAI Ma’arif Magetan students. The data source consisted of 
30 second semester students. The memory strategy questionnaire was carried 
out for the data collection process. Data analysis was carried out using several 
steps such as data reduction, displaying data, and drawing conclusions. The 
research results showed: (1) students used ten indicators of strategic memory 
(grouping, associating, placing new words into a context, using images, se-
mantic solvers, using keywords, representing sounds in memory, structural 
displays, using physical responses or sensation, and using mechanical tech-
niques); (2) students’ preferences in using memory strategies to place new 
words into context.
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INTRODUCTION
English is widely recognized as an international language due to historical, cultural, econom-
ic, and political factors, particularly due to the influence of the British Empire and the United 
States (Crystal, 2003a; Crystal, 2003b; Parupalli, 2019). Its global prominence is a practical 
outcome of its extensive use in fields such as business, science, technology, aviation, and di-
plomacy (Lauder, 2008; Mehtiyev, 2010). Despite its widespread use, English has not been 
officially patented as the international language; rather, its prevalence is a result of its practical 
utility in facilitating cross-cultural communication (Crystal, 2003; Rahmat et al., 2020; Yue, 
2022). Efforts to promote multilingualism and preserve linguistic diversity persist alongside the 
use of English on the global stage (Zein, 2019). Languages that are not the core language of the 
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region are not used in everyday life (Rabiah, 2012).
    
A foreign language is typically understood as a language that is not the native or official lan-
guage of a particular country or region. In such a context, it is not the primary means of com-
munication in government, media, and other official or public spheres. People in that country or 
region may learn and use the foreign language for specific purposes, such as international com-
munication, business, or academic pursuits, but it doesn’t have the same status as the native or 
official language in terms of widespread daily use and cultural relevance within the community 
(Rabiah, 2012; Saville-Troike, 2012). The goals may include fostering intercultural communi-
cation, facilitating international business and diplomacy, and broadening students’ perspectives 
through exposure to different linguistic and cultural traditions. Proficiency in foreign languages 
can enhance individuals’ ability to navigate a globalized world and participate in cross-cultural 
exchanges, both personally and professionally. Language education typically involves a combi-
nation of speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills to enable comprehensive communica-
tion in the chosen foreign language (Ahtif & Gandhi, 2022; B. Beribe, 2023).

Teaching speaking can be especially challenging, particularly for non-native English speakers 
or L2 learners (Halali et al., 2022). The root problem in language learning often lies in schools 
that prioritize written English over spoken English, which can hinder students’ fluency and 
confidence in speaking (Daar, 2020; Saville-Troike, 2012).

The approach to teaching speaking as a language skill has evolved from mere repetition, mem-
orization of dialogues, and drilling to a more communicative and fluency-focused method, and 
rote learning of grammar rules (Ellis, 1997; Fitriani, 2022; Luis, 2021; Rao, 2019; Yuda Pratama 
& Awaliyah, 2016). However, modern language teaching methods place a greater emphasis on 
communication and fluency. Modern language education emphasizes the development of com-
municative competence, where learners are encouraged to engage in meaningful and authentic 
communication. This approach helps learners not only to become more proficient speakers but 
also to feel more confident and comfortable using the language in practical settings (Widiati, 
2006; Batang, 2016; Subekti, 2020; Jasno, 2022; Nggawu & Thao, 2023). This shift recognizes 
the importance of real-world application, encouraging students to express themselves creatively 
and fluently in various contexts rather than solely focusing on rote memorization (Alek, 2021; 
Babu & Roy, 2023). The goal is to equip learners with practical language skills that can be ef-
fectively used in everyday communication (Richards, 2008;  Daar, 2020; Putra, 2017). 

By focusing on communication and fluency, educators aim to help students develop the ability 
to express themselves naturally and confidently in everyday conversations, whether they’re 
interacting with native speakers or using the language in professional or academic settings. By 
nurturing the ability to express oneself naturally and confidently in everyday conversations, ed-
ucators empower students to engage more meaningfully with the language and the world around 
them (Ministry of Education, 2012; Gholam, 2019; Chen & Padilla, 2019; Darling-Hammond 
et al., 2020;  Zheng, 2022). This proficiency not only enhances their communication skills but 
also opens up opportunities for personal and professional growth, as they become more adept 
at navigating diverse linguistic and cultural contexts (Chen & Padilla, 2019; Europe, 2021; 
Andrulis & Brach, 2007; Muftah, 2023).

This practical focus not only enhances the learner’s ability to use the language but also increas-
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es their motivation and engagement in the learning process, as they see the direct relevance of 
what they’re learning to their daily lives (Nation & Newton, 2008; Leong & Ahmadi, 2017; 
Nurmalasari & Karompot, 2023). In another way, it also helps learners understand the imme-
diate value of their language skills, which can lead to a deeper commitment to learning and 
a greater sense of accomplishment as they progress. By emphasizing real-world application, 
educators can create more meaningful learning experiences that resonate with students and 
encourage them to actively participate in their language learning journey (Saville-Troike, 2012; 
Sinambela et al., 2023; Aini, 2023). Therefore, it is important for students to discover learning 
strategies that support them in presenting academic speaking material.

Learning strategies are fundamental for students to enhance their learning. When students are 
equipped with effective learning strategies, they can approach their studies more systematically, 
manage their time better, and engage with the material more deeply. These strategies can include 
techniques for organizing information, memorization, problem-solving, and critical thinking. 
By teaching students how to use these strategies effectively, educators can help them become 
more independent and successful learners (Hattie & Donoghue, 2016; Wegner et al., 2021).

Learning Strategy
Learning strategy refers to the process through which students manage their learning. It is es-
sential for students to employ effective learning strategies to respond efficiently. These strate-
gies are closely linked to students’ ability to apply themselves to tasks. Therefore, the mastery 
of these strategies significantly impacts the success or failure of students in learning tasks (Tay-
lor & Kenney, 2008; Kazu et al., 2005). Each individual possesses unique learning strategies 
tailored to aid them in acquiring knowledge (Hattie & Donoghue, 2016; Gleason et al., 2011; 
Walberg, 1999). It is essential for these strategies to be thoughtfully organized to effectively 
enhance students’ skills (Walberg, 1999; Darling-Hammond et al., 2020).

The current study focused on exploring memory strategies as a specific category of direct learn-
ing strategies, as outlined by Oxford in 1990. It is stated that Memory strategies, often known 
as “mnemonics,” have a long history and predate widespread literacy. In ancient times, peo-
ple relied on mnemonics to remember essential information, particularly related to farming, 
weather patterns, and birth dates. These mnemonic devices served as effective tools for oral 
cultures to retain and transmit knowledge across generations. Furthermore, Oxford highlights 
that memorization strategies, as outlined in her work, empower learners to store verbal material 
and retrieve it for communication when necessary. Despite their significance, research indicates 
that language learners often underutilize these strategies.

The reality in Indonesian universities reveals that students’ mastery of English, especially in 
speaking, is not satisfactory, despite the crucial importance of oral English in conveying the 
meaning of communication. In the current approach to teaching English, the teacher relies 
heavily on traditional, teacher-centered methods. This means that most interactions in the class-
room are initiated by the teacher, with students playing a relatively passive role in the learning 
process (Darling-Hammond et al., 2020; Saunders & Wong, 2020). As a result, students may 
have limited opportunities to actively engage with the material and develop their language 
skills through independent practice or collaborative activities (Shah, 2019; Mascolo, 2009). 
This approach contrasts with more student-centered methods, where learners take a more active 
role in their own learning, participating in discussions, problem-solving activities, and other 
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interactive tasks that promote language acquisition (Mascolo, 2009; Keiler, 2018).
Another contributing factors include the quality of input, limited time dedicated to English 
courses, and the infrequent use of English outside the university due to its status as a foreign 
language in Indonesia (King, 2018). Without the support of effective foreign language learning 
strategies that can be obtained and utilized optimally, the effectiveness of students’ English 
learning remains suboptimal (Aguila & Harjanto, 2016; Asyhar, 2019).

Based on the problems mentioned above, this research intends to find out the types of memory 
strategies used to improve student’s speaking skill as well as student preferences in using mem-
ory strategies to improve speaking skill.

METHODS
Research design
This qualitative research aims to explore the memory strategies employed by second-semester 
students in the Islamic Education Study Program at STAI Ma’arif Magetan to enhance their 
speaking skills. Qualitative research is centered on comprehending social phenomena through 
the viewpoint of individuals immersed in their natural environments (Mohajan, 2018). Thir-
ty students of second-semester students from the Islamic Education Study Program at STAI 
Ma’arif Magetan are involved in the study. 

Data collection involves distributing questionnaires to participants. The analysis consists of 
stages such as data reduction, presentation, and drawing conclusions (Elo et al., 2014). Member 
checks are used to maintain data credibility (Elo et al., 2014). The research centers on under-
standing how students employ memory strategies to enhance speaking skills within the context 
of the Islamic Education Study Program.

This research provides valuable insights into memory strategies aimed at enhancing speaking 
skills, which can offer practical implications for educators, researchers, and curriculum devel-
opers seeking effective approaches to language learning.

The study is confined to second-semester students in the Islamic Education Study Program 
at STAI Ma’arif Magetan, potentially limiting the generalizability of findings. The research 
adheres to ethical guidelines, ensuring informed consent, confidentiality, and respect for partic-
ipant rights.

This research design outlines a comprehensive methodology for investigating memory strate-
gies employed by students to enhance speaking skills within the specific context of the Islamic 
Education Study Program at STAI Ma’arif Magetan.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings
In this study, there were two findings obtained by researchers. There are: 1) types of memory 
strategies used to improve student’s speaking skill; 2) student preferences in using memory 
strategies to improve students speaking skills

Types of Memory Strategies Used to Improve Speaking Skills by the Students.
In this research, the researchers follow ten indicators of memory strategies based on the Oxford 



98 saga: Journal of English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics, Vol.5(2), August 2024

The Effectiveness Of Memory Strategies ...

theory (Oxford, 1990). The ten indicators of memory strategies used by students to improve 
speaking skills based on vocabulary mastery are grouping, association, placement of new words 
into context, using similes, semantic mapping, using keywords, representing sounds in memo-
ry, seeing structures, using physical responses or sensations, and using mechanical techniques. 
The result can be seen in the table below.

Table 1. Percentage of Memory Strategy

Student Preferences in Using Memory Strategies to Improve Speaking Skills
Utilizing memory strategies typically entails linking diverse materials, aiding students in learn-
ing and retaining new vocabulary over the long term (Oxford, 1990). This, in turn, enhances 
their reading proficiency. Based on the data collected from a questionnaire administered to 30 
students, it was found that the most favored memory strategy for vocabulary improvement was 
incorporating new words into context. A significant majority of 22 students or 73.33% reported 
using this approach successfully, highlighting its popularity and effectiveness among the sur-
veyed participants, as depicted in Table 1 above.

The table above shows that Memory Strategies are suitable for strengthening vocabulary mem-
ory because all types of Memory Strategies shown by Oxford (1990) are used by the college 
students. Another similar study by Putra et al. (2020) compared Memory Strategies, Determi-
nation Strategies, Cognitive Strategies, Metacognitive, and Social Strategies. The results of the 
study revealed that among the array of memory strategies available to students for enhancing 
vocabulary memory, the Memory Strategy stands out as the most widely employed. This prom-
inence underscores the significance of this particular strategy in the context of language learn-
ing, highlighting its effectiveness in aiding students’ retention and recall of vocabulary terms.

Among the various indicators of memory strategies used by students to enhance vocabulary 
memory, the technique of placing new words into context emerges as the most frequently uti-
lized. This preference can be attributed to the fact that a single Indonesian word, when translat-
ed into English, often carries multiple meanings, making it crucial for students to understand 
how the word is used in different contexts for effective comprehension and retention. The brief 
explanation of the indicators inside the table above are as follow.

No Memory Strategy Indicators Number               of
Students

Percentage

1 Placing new words into context 22 73.33%
2 Grouping 19 63.33%

3 Representing sounds in memory 18 60%

4 Structural View 15 50%

5 Associating 14 46.67%

6 Semantic Mapping 11 36.67%

7 Using imagery 10 33.33%

8 Using keywords 8 26.67%

9 Using physical responses or sensations 6 20%

10 Using Mechanical Techniques 5 16.67%
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Placing new words into context
One favored memory strategy indicator among students when completing tasks is placing new 
words into context. This approach allows students to feel more at ease, confident, and less ap-
prehensive about making mistakes, even when they encounter unfamiliar words or are unsure of 
their precise meanings. When confronted with a sentence containing a new word, students often 
rely on contextual clues from the words preceding or following it to deduce its meaning. This 
process of contextualization enables learners to feel a sense of achievement in their language 
acquisition journey, as they are able to make intelligent guesses and validate their understand-
ing based on the context provided. This strategy not only aids in vocabulary retention but also 
fosters a more positive and proactive approach to learning, encouraging students to actively 
engage with the language and build their linguistic competence.

Second language learners often favor placing new words into context as a memory strategy be-
cause it helps them mentally process the language, leading to better understanding and retention 
of information, (Mohamad et al., 2021). When new words are placed in meaningful contexts, 
learners can more easily grasp their usage, which is crucial for language acquisition, (Mohamad 
et al., 2021). This strategy tends to motivate language learners to engage with the information 
they are learning, playing a significant role in enhancing their language skills, (Atay & Oz-
bulgan, 2007). Moreover, contextual learning has been found to positively impact vocabulary 
recall in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) contexts. Therefore, the use of this strategy not 
only aids in memory retention but also contributes to overall language learning and proficiency.

Grouping
In this study, Grouping is identified as one of the indicators of memory strategies that students 
find comfortable using, similar to the previous indicator of placing words into context. Group-
ing, also known as chunking, is one of memory strategy indicators that the learners liked too. 
It’s due to this strategy ability to instill confidence and reduce hesitation in trial and error learn-
ing. This technique involves organizing related pieces of information into smaller, meaningful 
clusters, effectively expanding the brain’s capacity for short-term memory. While our brains 
typically manage around 5-9 pieces of information at a time, chunking notably increases this 
capacity, allowing learners to process and retain more information. This preference for group-
ing stems from its effectiveness in organizing and processing information, ultimately leading 
to easier recall. By breaking down complex information into smaller, more manageable units, 
learners can enhance their memory retention and improve their ability to recall information.

Representing sounds in memory
In this study, students have shown a preference for representing sounds in memory as part of 
their learning process, particularly in language acquisition. Despite encountering challenges, 
such as mistakes in guessing and using vocabulary—especially words with similar sounds or 
spellings—students have displayed enthusiasm and enjoyment in tackling these difficulties. 
Representing sounds in memory involves recalling new information based on its auditory as-
pects, which can be achieved through techniques like sound symbolism, rhymes, and auditory 
associations. Sound symbolism theory posits that individual sounds or sound combinations can 
convey meaning, aiding in memory retention. Rhymes, rhythm, repetition, and melody utilize 
the brain’s capacity to encode auditory information and use patterns to facilitate recall. Further-
more, associating new words with visual symbols or tangible objects can assist in remember-
ing abstract words based on their sound. Thus, representing sounds in memory emerges as a 
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valuable memory strategy, capitalizing on the brain’s ability to encode and retrieve information 
through auditory cues.

While most students may not have an auditory learning style as their primary preference, rep-
resenting sounds in memory can still be a useful strategy for many learners. This is because 
auditory memory is one of the key aspects of working memory, and it plays a crucial role in lan-
guage acquisition and comprehension. By incorporating auditory strategies, students can lever-
age their auditory memory to improve their overall learning experience. There is no evidence 
to suggest that students dislike representing sounds in memory as a memory strategy. In fact, 
this strategy can be effective in aiding memory retention and language acquisition. However, 
some students may prefer other memory strategies, such as grouping or other strategies. In this 
study the preference for a particular memory strategy may depend on individual learning styles 
and personal preferences. Therefore, it is important for educators to offer a range of memory 
strategies to accommodate the diverse needs of their students.

Structural View
In this study, researchers noted that only fifteen students chose to use the structural view as a 
part of their memory strategy. This limited interest could be due to various factors: students’ di-
verse learning style preferences, such as visual or kinesthetic styles, which may prioritize other 
sensory modalities; a lack of engagement or interest in the strategy, impacting motivation; the 
perceived complexity and time requirements of the strategy, which could deter some students; 
and insufficient instruction or guidance on effectively implementing the structural view strate-
gy. Educators can address these factors by considering diverse learning styles in their teaching 
methods, making the strategy more engaging, simplifying its complexity, and providing clear 
instruction and support for its use.

The structural view is a memory strategy that involves organizing information based on its 
underlying structure, using tools like outlines, diagrams, or flowcharts (Cohen et al., 2007). 
This approach underscores the significance of organizing information in memory to improve 
retention and recall (Bridgard & Sinnot-Armstrong, 2022). The strategy operates on the prem-
ise that information is stored in a structured manner, and by grasping this structure, learners can 
enhance their comprehension and memory of the material. However, in this study only several 
students may show interest in this strategy due to factors like differing learning style prefer-
ences, lack of engagement, perceived complexity, or insufficient instruction, which is in line 
with the research finding by Shakarami et al. (2011). Nonetheless, the structural view remains a 
valuable memory strategy with the potential to enhance learning and memory retention.

Associating
The associating strategy is a potent memory aid that links items or ideas to a visual theme, uti-
lizing sensory stimuli to enhance memory retention. In this study, while students who employ 
this strategy may find it enjoyable and challenging, its use is not widespread, possibly due to 
factors like limited vocabulary and self-confidence. When employing the association strategy, 
in this research students appear enthusiastic and genuinely enjoy the challenge it presents. How-
ever, this strategy is not widely utilized, likely due to students’ limited vocabulary and mastery 
of the language. Only those with high self-confidence feel comfortable using this strategy. This 
research result in line with what Shakarami et al. (2011) found. This technique involves con-
necting new information with existing knowledge and can be beneficial for memorizing diverse 
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items like test material, names, or lists (Wong, 2008). Despite its potential benefits, the adoption 
of the association strategy among students may be influenced by their vocabulary proficiency 
and self-confidence levels.

Semantic Mapping
In this research, difficulties in using the semantic mapping strategy as a memory strategy indi-
cator may arise from its visual and organizational demands. Students might find it challenging 
to visually organize and graphically display relationships between words and concepts, espe-
cially if they have limited experience with this technique. Additionally, identifying key con-
cepts and effectively linking related words and concepts in a meaningful way can be demand-
ing. This is supported by the fact that only a portion of students, for only 11 out of 30 students, 
use this strategy. While the semantic mapping strategy has been proven effective in vocabulary 
learning, students’ perception and utilization of this strategy may be influenced by the visual 
and organizational complexities it presents, as well as their familiarity with the technique. The 
research findings are also in line with the those reported by Abdelghani & Ibrahim (2017).

Using Imagery
The use of imagery as a memory strategy involves connecting new language information to 
concepts in memory through meaningful visual imagery, whether mental or in the form of 
drawings. This technique helps in remembering abstract words by associating them with visual 
symbols or concrete object images. For example, a learner might create an image that links a 
new word with a familiar one, making both connections meaningful to aid memory retention. 
Imagery can take various forms, such as pictures of objects, a series of locations to remember 
word sequences, or mental representations of word letters. By leveraging the brain’s ability to 
encode and retrieve information based on visual cues, this strategy can be particularly effective 
for language learners in enhancing vocabulary acquisition and retention.

In this study, the difficulties students have to encounter in using imagery as a memory strategy 
can stem from the challenges of generating and maintaining meaningful visual images. The 
researcher find that the vividness and strength of mental imagery can vary among individuals, 
impacting their ability to effectively utilize this strategy. Also, in this research students may face 
challenges in creating and organizing mental images that are closely linked to the information 
they are trying to remember, which can impact the effectiveness of the strategy. Furthermore, 
the level of interest and engagement in a topic, as well as individual differences of imagery as 
a memory strategy. Therefore, while imagery can be a powerful memory aid, students may en-
counter difficulties in effectively harnessing its potential due to variations in imagery strength, 
interest, and the ability to create and maintain meaningful mental images.

Using Keywords
The reluctance of many second language learners to use keywords in learning English, espe-
cially in speaking, can be attributed to various factors. This research indicates that students may 
hesitate to speak in English due to a lack of confidence, fear of making grammatical errors, 
and the pressure to perform well, particularly in examination-oriented learning environments. 
Additionally, challenges in mastering English pronunciation and the fear of speaking with a 
foreign accent can contribute to students’ reluctance to engage actively in speaking activities. 
Furthermore, the complexity of English language learning and the discomfort experienced by 
some learners when using English may impact their willingness to employ specific strategies, 
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such as using keywords, in their language learning process. These factors collectively influence 
students’ attitudes and preferences towards utilizing certain language learning strategies, in-
cluding the use of keywords in speaking. This research finding is in line with that of Gilakjani 
et al. (2012).

Using Mechanical Response or Sensations
The reluctance found in this research regarding the use of mechanical responses or sensations in 
practicing English speaking in the classroom can be attributed to various factors. One primary 
reason is the anxiety and fear of making mistakes while speaking in front of others, which can 
impact students’ confidence and willingness to engage in speaking activities. Additionally, the 
complexity of English pronunciation and the fear of speaking with a foreign accent can contrib-
ute to students’ hesitation to actively participate in speaking tasks. Furthermore, the lack of em-
phasis or instruction on using mechanical responses or sensations in educational settings may 
lead to a lack of familiarity and understanding among students. While mechanical responses or 
sensations can be valuable memory aids, students may face challenges in effectively utilizing 
this strategy due to anxiety, lack of instruction, and difficulties in generating meaningful phys-
ical sensations or movements.

Using Mechanical Techniques
The reluctance of second language learners to use mechanical techniques in practicing English 
speaking in the classroom can be attributed to several factors. One of the main reasons is the 
emphasis on communicative activities over mechanical activities in language learning. The 
move away from mechanical to communicative activity has been prioritized in many language 
learning contexts, with learners encouraged to engage in meaningful language use rather than 
focusing on mechanical activities. Additionally, the complexity of English pronunciation and 
the fear of speaking with a foreign accent can also contribute to students’ reluctance to actively 
engage in speaking activities. Furthermore, the use of mechanical techniques may not be em-
phasized or taught in educational settings, leading to a lack of familiarity and understanding 
among students. Therefore, while mechanical techniques can be a valuable tool for language 
learning, students may encounter difficulties in effectively utilizing this strategy due to the pri-
oritization of communicative activities, lack of instruction, and challenges in generating mean-
ingful language use.

The provided table and the explanations above illustrate the applicability of Memory Strate-
gies in enhancing vocabulary memory, as College Students have utilized all types of Memory 
Strategies outlined by Oxford (1990). In addition, this aligns with a parallel study conducted by 
Putra et al. (2020) which delved into an extensive comparison of various strategies, including 
Memory Strategies, Determination Strategies, Cognitive Strategies, Metacognitive Strategies, 
and Social Strategies. Interestingly, the findings of Putra’s study underscore the prominence of 
Memory Strategies, as they emerge as the most widely employed strategy among students to 
augment vocabulary memory. This convergence in results across studies highlights the robust 
effectiveness of Memory Strategies in the academic context, emphasizing their role as a pre-
ferred method for students seeking to enhance their lexical retention and reading proficiency.

The connection between this study and Sozler’s (Sozler, 2012) is evident in the widespread 
adoption of this specific memory strategy by almost all participants in the earlier study. The 
resonance between this study and Sozler’s work lies in the widespread adoption of this specific 
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memory strategy by almost all participants in the earlier research. The participants involved in 
these studies actively utilized the described memory strategy as a means to bolster their reten-
tion of English vocabulary. This enhanced retention, in turn, contributed to improvements in 
their speaking skills, highlighting the effectiveness of this approach in language learning. It is 
important to note, however, a divergence from Ghorbani’s theory (Ghorbani & Riabi, 2011), 
which highlighted the usage of specific “memory sub-strategies” (acronyms, groupings, and 
imagery) designed to aid learners in retaining and retrieving information. Ghorbani’s findings 
imply that students don’t universally employ all types of memory strategies but selectively use 
specific ones to bolster their short-term, long-term, and vocabulary retention.

Discussion
As researchers delve into the instructional framework designed to improve students’ reading 
skills through a focus on vocabulary acquisition, they uncover a rich array of ten distinct indi-
cators that shed light on the memory strategies utilized by students as they engage in the process 
of learning English vocabulary. These indicators serve as valuable markers that offer insights 
into the various cognitive approaches employed by students to retain and internalize new words, 
thereby contributing to their overall language proficiency and reading comprehension abilities.

The indicators encompass a range of memory strategies employed by students during the En-
glish vocabulary learning process. These strategies include placing new words into context, 
utilizing grouping techniques to link related words, encoding sounds to aid in recall, visualizing 
grammatical structures for better understanding, making associations between words to rein-
force memory, employing semantic mapping to organize vocabulary systematically, utilizing 
mental imagery to create vivid mental representations, incorporating keywords or triggers to 
facilitate recall, integrating physical responses or sensations to enhance memory retention, and 
employing mechanical techniques such as repetition or writing to reinforce learning.

These diverse strategies collectively demonstrate the multifaceted approaches students use to 
internalize and retain English vocabulary, thereby enhancing their overall language skills and 
reading comprehension. Notably, the first preference in adopting memory strategies aligns with 
the tenets of Oxford’s theory, (Oxford, 1990). This multifaceted exploration sheds light on 
the nuanced and varied approaches students employ to fortify their memory and, ultimately, 
enhance their reading proficiency through a focus on vocabulary acquisition. These diverse 
strategies underscore the complexity of the learning process and highlight the importance of 
a comprehensive approach to language instruction that considers the various cognitive tech-
niques students utilize to bolster their language skills.

In the past, students frequently encountered challenges in comprehending how memory strat-
egies could effectively enhance their English vocabulary. However, the current educational 
landscape reflects a positive shift, as students are now increasingly equipped with the knowl-
edge and understanding of how to improve their English vocabulary through the application of 
various indicators embedded within memory strategies. This evolution signifies a growing rec-
ognition among students of the importance of these strategies in bolstering their language skills, 
reflecting a broader trend towards a more informed and strategic approach to language learning.

Notably, the preference for placing new words into context emerges as a pivotal factor in shap-
ing students’ reading preferences. These findings resonate with Sozler’s theory (Sozler, 2012), 
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which advocates for the use of imagery to connect vocabulary lists with conceptual frameworks 
in memory, either through simultaneous or separate illustrations. This alignment underscores 
the importance of contextual learning in aiding students’ comprehension and retention of vo-
cabulary, providing valuable insights into the cognitive mechanisms of language acquisition. 
The use of imagery is particularly significant due to its potential to enhance retention and im-
prove memorization, both in terms of abstract concepts and concrete illustrations. As a result, 
this study anticipates that the newfound awareness and application of memory strategies will 
empower students to memorize and comprehend English vocabulary more effectively, thereby 
enhancing their overall language proficiency.

CONCLUSION
In the past, students often struggled to improve their English speaking skills using memory 
strategies, but recent developments have shown promising indicators that students can indeed 
enhance their English speaking proficiency through the application of memory strategies. One 
effective method involves incorporating new words into context, which has been shown to 
improve students’ speaking preferences. This approach aligns with Sozler’s theory, which em-
phasizes the use of imagery to connect new concepts with existing memory frameworks. By 
visualizing new words in meaningful contexts, students can enhance their understanding and 
retention of English vocabulary. This approach is particularly significant because visual stimuli, 
whether in the form of mental images or actual illustrations, are believed to have a profound im-
pact on memory retention and recall. As a result, it is expected that students who employ these 
memory strategies will not only memorize English vocabulary more effectively but also gain a 
deeper understanding of the language.

In language learning, various memory strategies can aid students in effectively acquiring and 
retaining new vocabulary. These strategies encompass a range of techniques, including but not 
limited to, placing new words within meaningful contexts, grouping related words together, 
representing words through sounds, observing grammatical structures, forming associations 
between words, creating semantic maps, utilizing mental imagery, employing keyword mne-
monics, associating words with emotional reactions or feelings, engaging physical senses, and 
using mechanical techniques such as repetition or writing. These Memory Strategy Indicators 
serve as valuable tools for students, as they can enhance vocabulary acquisition and long-term 
memorization, ultimately leading to improved reading comprehension skills. By utilizing these 
strategies, students can develop a more comprehensive and enduring grasp of the language, 
thereby facilitating their overall language proficiency and communication abilities.
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